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His will, we understand, debars the publication of liis diary,
but Sir John Kaye has already given ns a few quotations from
it. Why do people not burn their diaries, if they object to
their publication ? This was Mrs. Hough's plan, and she did
right.

The great outcry of biographers nowadays is " no letters."
But in his case the letters are voluminous, for Elphinstone was
a man who lived before the age of telegrams and penny posts,
aud kept up the habit of lengthy correspondence to the last
days of his life on all sorts of subjects, principally Indian and
political, from which we may now fairly claim a full exhibition
of the opinions and principles by which he was guided during a
long and most eventful period in the history of British India.

ITEMS.

The fourth son of Lord Elphinstone, some time Governor of
Edinburgh Castle, Mountstuart Elphinstone was born in 1779.*
His cousin tells us he was an idle dog in his youth.

Principally under tutors, some time at the High School of
Edinburgh, he sailed for Bengal in 1795. Placed in the
diplomatic service under Barry Close at Poona, 1801. With
Arthur Wellesley, 1803. Commissioner in Berar, 1804 In
1808-10 he was with the Embassy to Kabul; 1810-17,
Eesident at Poona; 1817-19 Commissioner; and 1819-27
Governor of Bombay. He spent the rest of his time travelling,
but mostly in retirement, in England, and died on the 20th
November, 1859.

PORTRAIT.

Mr. Elphinstone was in the forty-first year of his age when
in 1820 he became Governor of Bombay, and being a man of
temperate and active habits, and fine natural constitution, was
in the very prime of manhood, and in the fullest vigour and
health. He was close on six feet high, but a slight stoop made

* Called BO doubt " Mountstuart" after the seat of the Marquis of Hastings
in Bute, who, about this time, was rewarded by a Peerage for his services in
the American War, and afterwards became Governor-G-eneral of India.